[TODAY’S DATE]

Dear Friends,

A grave crisis looms on our horizon.

If you are thinking this has something to do with the war in Iraq, or the environment, or some other crisis of sorts, you would be wrong. I am talking about the exportation of our personal medical information.

"Don't we have laws that already cover stuff like that?" you might be asking yourself. 

In this case, it doesn't. You see, some companies are so focused on saving a few dollars here and there, they are willing to contract with offshore companies to have your medical information processed. This encompasses medical transcribers (who type up doctor's notes with names and personal identifying information of each person regarding each doctor's visit), to assigning codes (translating diseases into codes that your insurance company uses to pay your bills), to medical billing (submitting paperwork on your behalf to the insurance company to make sure they pay their fair share of your medical bill, so you don't have to.) 

You might be thinking, "I don't see the big deal in letting them process it for me. It doesn't affect me in the long run." 

But this is where you are wrong my friend. This is something that will affect you. Your personal information may be going to India, or in one particular case, Pakistan (yes, the same country that has nuclear warheads pointed towards India, and that has Musharraf as their leader). The company's corporate headquarters may be located in Los Angeles CA, and if you call you will get an American answering the phone, for example, but the call center for doctors and staff to call and resolve billing issues for you is in Pakistan. This is a security risk because the preferred crime overseas is identity theft. 

"What?! They could steal my identity based on my medical records?"

Yes. Think about it...we are fighting a war in Iraq, Afghanistan and battling Al Quaeda in these countries, as well as Pakistan. If the average person working in the call center is given an offer of cash in exchange for personal identification information, what is going to prevent him/her from selling your information to the enemy? What's to stop them from selling our soldier's information to the enemy? There's a lot at stake for our nation, our security and our freedom.

"What can be done?" 

Well, a lot. We can start by raising awareness with our friends, coworkers and people in our sphere of influence. Then we can raise awareness with our legislators and get them to see what a danger this is to our national security. Legislators need to pass laws that give companies that conduct all business here in the USA tax breaks so that they can continue doing business here. Some companies won't do that, and will continue offshoring medical jobs to India and other places. We need laws that will make the penalty for breaching medical privacy overseas much more severe, so as to discourage taking jobs from Americans. 

If we do nothing, things will only get worse. Wages will be suppressed, quality will suffer and serious medical mistakes could arise as a result of bad medical information. It will cost a LOT more to fix later than it will to remedy this situation now. We need your help in spreading the message and raising awareness of this problem. Together, we CAN make a difference.
For additional information please visit http://www.ericacodes.com/camio.html 
Sincerely,

[YOUR NAME HERE]
