-----Original Message-----
From: Duncan, Jeff <Jeff.Duncan@mail.house.gov>
To: EricaDSchwalm@aol.com
Sent: Tue, 24 Jun 2008 8:56 am
Subject: RE: Message for Rep. Markey

Thanks for your message.  I will pass this along to the Congressman.  Mark Bayer is covering this issue for us, so I have also shared it with him.



From: EricaDSchwalm@aol.com [mailto:EricaDSchwalm@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 24, 2008 12:43 AM
To: Duncan, Jeff
Subject: Message for Rep. Markey
Dear Rep. Markey's Staff Members,

 

I sent the message below to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.  I want to make sure it also reaches Congressman Markey personally.  However, I am having an issue trying to send him a message through his website.  

 

Will you kindly pass this on to him?

 

Thank you!

------------------------------------------------------------------

 

Dear Committee on Energy and Commerce:
 

I have just finished reading your HIT/Privacy Memo, Dated May 22, 2008.  
 

I was pleased to see mention of Business Associates, particularly the fact that they would be subject to the same Federal Regulations as covered entities.  
 

However, how do you expect to address Business Associates who are outside the jurisdiction of the United States? 
 

As I am sure you are aware, more and more healthcare providers and insurance companies are sending PHI offshore to countries like India and Pakistan to handle their billing and transcription functions.  
 

When a security breach occurs offshore, what will be done?
 

I believe this draft legislation is an improvement over the current HIPAA Privacy laws, however it is still not sufficient to address the ever-growing practice of offshoring and the potential security threat that goes along with it. 
 

Please consider re-introducing the 2004 proposed bill, S. 2471, Safeguarding Americans From Exporting Identification Data Act (SAFE-ID Act). 
I thank you for your time and look forward to your response.  
 

Sincerely,
Erica D. Schwalm
& the Citizens Against Medical Information Offshoring
http://www.ericacodes.com/camio.html
